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the disinterestedness of the West in face of a fair and con-
structive German policy in the East. Neutrality or alliance
could certainly have been secured from the eastern States by
even a meagre measure of fairness in regard to their vital needs
and their claim to political independence. But Hitler is
incapable of a genuinely creative policy; his purely tactical
gifts are exhausted in manipulations which produce mere
quasi-successes like the German-Polish agreement, or in spas-
modic acts of violence like the occupation of Austria and
Czechoslovakia. When National Socialism came into power,
Germany's opponents were unable to organize a common front
against Hitler; to-day this has been produced by the political
course followed by National Socialism itself. Thus, measured
by the National Socialists' own standards, their whole effort
has been in vain.
But the question that is of interest to-day is whether Hitler's
power is so great that he has no need of political expedients to
assure the neutrality of the eastern States of Europe but can
compel it by military means. It may be that this is so. After
the Munich agreement Hitler proposed to win the neutrality
of these States by a few vague and non-committal assurances,
and to secure necessary raw materials by means of pressure and
promises. In the first months of the winter of 1938-39 the
National Socialist leaders imagined that they could reckon at
once (that is to say, without first incorporating the rest of
Czechoslovakia, with Hungary and Poland, in the German
system of alliances) on the neutrality of the eastern States, and
that they could thus strike a decisive blow at the West. The
German assurances were evidently in regard to the participa-
tion of the eastern States in. any colonial territory Germany
might gain, and to a "general solution" of the Jewish question,
a very difficult one in some of the eastern States. Thus, in
connexion with an occupation of Holland, and, perhaps, of
Belgium, and with action in the Mediterranean, the colonial
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